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“We envision a network of 

healthy Baptist churches 

partnering together 

to transform lives and 

communities through the 

power of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ at home, in 

North America 

and around the world.”
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From Cowboys to Indians to Motorcycles
Ray Gurney, pastor of Cross 

Creek Baptist Mission, 

and Steve Reed, founder 

of Daybreak International 

and member of LifeQuest 

Church, shared a chuckle as 

they prepared for an upcoming 

mission trip to Guatemala. 

For the past 15 years, Steve 

Reed has been taking teams 

to Guatemala to do various 

mission projects. On his very 

first trip, he noticed some 

cowboys riding their horses 

in a dusty little cow town and 

he asked his partner, Cesar 

Gonzalez, a question that has 

forever changed both of their 

lives. “Are there churches for 

guys like that around here?” 

Steve asked.  

“No,” Cesar answered. “Here 

evangelical Christians believe 

it is impossible to be both a 

cowboy and a Christian.” 

“Is that so?” Steve countered, 

a little surprised and a little 

perturbed with that response. 

“What if I had some guys from 

the United States who were 

cowboys and who were also 

believers in Jesus, think if we 

got them together with those 

guys that it would make a 

good mission project?” 

“Absolutely!” Cesar exclaimed. 

Little did Steve or Cesar 

realize at the time, that 15 

years later they would be 

working with cowboys and 

ranchers in over 55 locations 

between the countries of 

Guatemala, Honduras, and 

El Salvador. Today, for every 

cowboy outreach event done 

in a new location, Steve and 

Cesar receive about three 

or four invitations to go 

somewhere new to do a similar 

thing. 

When Steve and Ray met, 

Ray was doing double duty 

as pastor of Cross Creek and 

planter of a new cowboy 

church. So naturally Steve 

asked Ray to come help him 

befriend and work with other 

cowboys. “I didn’t have any 

desire to go to Guatemala,” 

Ray admitted, “but Steve 

asked me if I’d get a passport 

and pray about going. 

Reluctantly I promised I’d get 

a passport. In about a month I 

was down there with Steve!” 

Through the years, other 

ministries have spawned 

from the cowboy ministry. In 

2003, a Kekchi Indian invited 

Steve and Cesar to bring a 

group to his village to show 

the Jesus movie in the Kekchi 

language. That next year they 

did, and after about three days 

of showing the movie, people 

from about a three hour hike 

away were impacted by people 

who had seen the movie and 

returned to their village. Soon 

word got to Cesar asking for 

help in starting churches with 

these people. Today more than 

a dozen Kekchi churches have 

been established, and to get to 

the furthest ones, Steve takes 

teams of people who can strap 

on backpacks and hike six to 

2015 Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 4th

Noland Road Baptist Church

5 p.m. Missions Fair

6  p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Annual Celebration

Coming to Cowboy Church

Missions Fair
- International Emphasis  

with Food

- Displays from missions  

and ministries

Worship Celebration and Meeting
- Praise Bands, Gospel, and Burmese Choirs

- Interviews and videos

- Updates on Restoration House, People Teams, Africa and 

more!

continued on page 2
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seven hours a day to get to some of the 

more remote locations. 

But that’s not all. While doing a trip with 

Steve that 

spanned 

both 

cowboys 

and the 

Kekchi 

Indians, 

Ray and 

Cesar got 

to talking about a motorcycle ministry. 

In his younger days, Cesar had jumped 

motorcycles in crazy Evil Knievel 

type stunts. Ray, an avid biker himself, 

promised Cesar that he would bring 

a team of guys down to work with 

Guatemalan motorcycle enthusiasts. On 

a couple of different trips in the past few 

years, Ray has been engaged in this new 

Roundup for Motorcycle Rodeo

Pray for the two churches who are 
striving to reach the Bantus.  Pray 
for open doors and open hearts as 
they try to make connections, and 
pray that the Bantu families who 
have experienced the love of God 
through his people will hear and 
accept the message of Jesus.

 

Gospel Buckner FBC 1,200.00$  
Outreach Horn of Africa Ministry 1,769.45$  

Blue River & Longview Campus Min 1,500.00$  
Impact Ministries 1,500.00$  

Resourcing Faith Baptist 2,806.45$  
Churches Martin City 469.00$      

Blue Ridge 1,000.00$  
Armour Heights 694.00$      
Central 1,000.00$  

Assisting Comm. Palabra Viva 984.73$      
Transformation Grace Point 2,000.00$  

Restoration House 2,984.73$  
Church Oak Tree 1,200.00$  
Planting LifeConnection Grain Valley 600.00$      

Haitian American Baptist 3,169.45$  
LifeConnection Northeast 1,000.00$  

Equipping The U Church 1,200.00$  
Leaders Armour Heights 444.00$      

Equipping Ldrs Ministry Tm 1,000.00$  
United Believers 1,833.09$  

Flex Funds CrossRoads Bible 1,492.35$  

3rd Quarter Grant Report

work, and in October will be going down 

with another team.  

And that’s why Steve and Ray got to 

smiling and chuckling. Who would have 

figured that you would reach motorcycle 

guys by way of cowboys and Indians? For 

more information contact Ray Gurney 

at (816) 690-0019 or Steve Reed at (913) 

526-3807. 
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This semester at Blue River is off to a 

great start. I’ve met many new students 

and see lots of ministry potential this fall. 

Just this week I met 

4 students—none 

of whom are 

believers—who’ve 

accepted my 

invitation to join 

me for an Exploring 

God discussion group. We’ll meet every 

other Wednesday at 11 a.m. on campus. 

We’ll begin by considering the question, 

“Does my life have a purpose?” as we 

look to God’s Word together. 

Last semester at Longview Community, 

I partnered with another student pastor 

in Lee’s Summit and several students 

we’ve been investing in, to launch The 

Alpha Course. Alpha is a safe, no pressure 

environment best suited for students 

with doubts, questions, and objections 

to the faith. As a result, I’ve been able 

to establish a friendship with an Alpha 

guest who’s currently the president of 

Both Rockhurst and UMKC have 
completed their first full week of 
class.  It’s been pretty 
busy around here as 
we’ve been meeting 
new students and 
reconnecting with old 
ones. As part of new 
student weekend at 
Rockhurst, the university 
hosts Finucane (pronounced “Fen-U-
ken”) Day.  All new students are split up 
into teams of 20 to go to different parts 
of the city for various service projects.  In 
our neighborhood, Troostwood, a team 
of students came to help clean up our 
neighborhood park.  I was asked to help 
lead the group. 

This was a win-win for me.  It provided 
a great way to connect with Rockhurst 
students, and it was a great service to 
my neighborhood.  I was even given an 
opportunity to introduce myself and 
ministry at the group reflection time 
afterward.  I’m hopeful to continue 
connecting with some of these students in 
the weeks to come.  

This past week Impact held two Info 
Dinners for students to learn more about 
our Kaleo Community and our Impact 
Intensives.  Everyone enjoyed eating great 
food and connecting with one another.  
And I enjoyed being able to share the 
vision for both Kaleo Community and 
Impact Intensives. 

This week I will have two more Info 
Dinners and two Info Desserts to share 
with students our Human Trafficking and 
Refugee Relief ministries.  Pray that these 
are well attended.

Yesterday we had our first Sunday 
gathering of the fall semester so there 
were some new faces.  In fact our home 
was filled with people coming to worship 
God through song, Bible teaching, and 
prayer. 

- Continue praying that God would raise 
up laborers in this ministry.  

- Pray for these initial connections to 
progress into deep friendships.  

- Pray for protection from Satan’s attempts 
to discourage and destroy God’s work in 
and through us.

- Pray for boldness and opportunities for 
gospel conversations to occur this month.

- Pray for wisdom to know how best to 
minister to each individual.

Please celebrate with me God’s gracious work among us…Jennifer Hutton’s 5 Year 

Anniversary in BRKC, Men’s Discipleship/Leadership Training, and our Annual 

Association Celebration October 4th at 5 p.m. at Noland 

Road Baptist Church in Independence!

We are so grateful for God leading Jennifer to serve in 

BRKC.  Her effective organizational and professional 

skills, servant spirit and encouragement to all are 

wonderful and essential aspects of ministry in BRKC! 

You will want to join me in celebrating her 5 years of 

service at our Annual Meeting Missions Fair.  We’ll have 

a cake and an opportunity for you to personally thank 

Jennifer for her excellent ministry.

We also are very grateful the Lord enabled us to 

have an outstanding “Men’s Discipleship/Leadership 

Training” where Pastor’s and Men’s Ministry 

Leaders sharpened their ministry skills by learning 

how to apply 2 Timothy 2:2 to an intensive process 

of men’s disciple making and leadership development 

to positively impact their home, community, and 

church.  Resources were shared and are available 

electronically by request through our office.

Lastly, we are greatly looking forward to celebrating 

together God’s gracious work in BRKC ministries and churches at our Annual Meeting 

October 4!  You won’t want to miss the mission 

fair, great food, wonderful testimonies and 

incredible, multiethnic worship and music!  

October 4th, 5 p.m. at Noland Road Baptist 

Church 4505 S. Noland Road in Independence.

the Gay Straight Alliance at Longview. 

Though he’s currently skeptical, he’s open 

spiritually. He and I have plans to meet 

on Wednesday afternoons to read and 

discuss a Christian book together.

I’m also meeting with a small group of 

students on Thursdays at noon. We’re 

gathering to plan and implement servant 

evangelism projects on campus—serving 

students with no strings attached in 

Christ’s name. We’ll also be inviting 

students to join an Explore God group 

that will meet every other Thursday on 

campus. Additionally, a Muslim joined 

us and invited me to dialogue with 

other Muslim students about faith on 

Thursdays at 2 p.m. She expressed an 

interest in learning about the Bible and 

Christianity—how the two faiths are 

similar and how they’re different. I think 

this is an incredible opportunity to share 

the gospel with Muslim students while 

building new friendships with them.

Please continue to pray for God’s 

leading and discernment as well as 

divine opportunities to share Christ with 

students and faculty. Thank you!

David Atchison speaks

Campus Ministry 
Travis Hamm, UMKC & Rockhurst

Campus Ministry 
Carson Conover, Blue River & Longview
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Red Bridge Baptist Church is 

celebrating their 50th anniversary during 

the month of October. Call the church at 

761-1194 for a full list of activities.

Missions Exploration 2015, a day camp 

missions learning opportunity for boys 

and girls in grades 1 thru 6 sponsored 

by the WMU, will be held at 6 locations 

on October 10, 17 and 24.  Visit www.

mobaptist.org/wmu to register.

Raytown First presents The Brotherhood 

Tour featuring the Booth Brothers and 

Ernie Haase and Signature Sound on 

October 23rd at 7 p.m.  Tickets are 

available at IMCConcerts.com.

The Blackwood Brothers from Memphis 

will be in concert at FBC Peculiar on 

Friday, October 30th at 7 p.m. All are 

welcome. A free-will offering will be 

taken.

Oakwood Baptist Church on Lee’s 

Summit Road will host The Inheritance 

Quartet from Stafford Missouri at 6 pm. 

on November 1st.  The concert is free but 

a love offering will be taken.

South Haven Baptist in Belton 

is looking for a full-time office 

coordinator. Job description is available 

at southhavenchurch.org. Send resumes to 

andrea@southhavenchurch.org.

Blue Ridge Baptist Church in 

Independence is looking for a part-time 

Administrative Assistant. Email resumes 

to pastorchane@blueridgebaptist.com.

East Lynne Baptist Church is looking 
for a part-time youth minister.  This 
is a paid position.  Email resumes to 
matthewlynnpeery@gmail.com or mail 
to 25701 S. St. Rt. K, Harrisonville, MO 

64701.

Calvary Baptist in Blue Springs is 
pleased to welcome Dr. Lindy Reed as 

their new pastor.

Grandview First welcomes Adam 
McCampbell to their staff as Pastor to 

Children and Youth.

Fleming Baptist Church in Orrick 
announces the retirement of their pastor, 

Fred Kelley, effective September 27th.

Grace Point Baptist in South Kansas 
City has music to give away to any church 
that could use it.  Contact Brooke Long at 

479-420-4060 for more information. 

Calendar
October

1 E3, Blue Ridge, Independence

2 Grant Requests Due

4 Annual Meeting, Noland Road

8 Ministry Teams

13 Legacy Cohort, Wornall Road

21 Admin & Finance Committee

28 Grant Checks Written 

November
5 E3, Antioch Southern, 

Harrisonville

10 Legacy Cohort, Wornall Road

12 Ministry Teams

19 E3, 2nd Missionary, Grandview

25-27 Office Closed for Holiday

News from the 
churches

Periodical

 

 Receipts from churches  $33,082.64 $278,545.64 

 Other Income  23.63  336.42

 Total $33,106.27 $278,882.06 

 Less Expenses ( 30,431.72) (295,275.09)

 Balance as of August 31, 2015  $2,674.55  ($16,393.03) 

 Budget      $467,750.00 Annual      $38,979.17 Monthly $311,833.36

 Budget Receipts + other income  278,882.06 

 Receipts compared to budget    90% ($ 32,951.30)

 August Financial Report
          Current Month Year-to-Date

Monthly 
Training

Event
October 15
6 - 8 p.m.
Heart of 

Life Church
LSMO

YOUR GIFTS:HIS GLORY

Here’s how your gifts to MMO 
impact lives in Missouri:

Thousands 
of people and 
hundreds of 
churches give$

$
$

$
$

$

$
$

$

100% is used 

to support 

missions 

projects in 

Missouri

Rescuing women from 

slave/sex trafficking

Helping victims 

of disasters

Reaching 

immigrants 

with the gospel

Feeding the 

hungry

Training church planters 

and mission volunteers

YET MUCH

NEED REMAINS!

LEARN MORE AT: MOBAPTIST.ORG/MMO

OCT 2    
Grant Requests 

Due

OCT 28  
Grant Checks 

Written


