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A Mother’s Prayers Lead to 
Church Plant in Mexico
by Chris Houghtaling

    We showed up and God showed off during our From 
Missouri to Mexico trip June 26th through July 3rd.
    Once upon a time, in the not-so-distant past, a 
mother came to Kansas City, Missouri, to visit her son, 
Alberto. While in Kansas City she heard of the most 
wonderful gift God has given to men. She became a 
follower of Jesus! 
    Upon returning to her home in Mexico, an area of 
173,000 people, she found there was no Biblical Evan-
gelical church. Her heart yearned for a church where 
she could study the Bible with other believers. She 
urged her son and his Pastor to help her start a church. 
    God did what God does. He prepared, He orches-
trated, He put together a team of believers and wow 
did he amaze and astound us! Within a week, we saw 
countless, literally countless, people become followers 
of Christ through praying for and talking with them the 
first day at a marketplace. Crowds were drawn to us 
for hours in addition to the many home visits to 
family and friends made throughout the rest of the 
week along with conversations on the streets. 
    We now understand what it means to say people 
are “open” and “hungry” for the Gospel. Several times 
throughout the week people asked, “What will 
happen after you are gone? Who will lead us?” By 
Sunday morning, God made evident His answer. He 
provided a Pastor to lead them along with his wife and 
three teenage children. 

Continued on Page 2



   
    Ephesians 3:20-21 says: “Now 
to Him who is able to do above 
and beyond all that we ask or 
think according to the power 
that works in us—to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever 
and ever.”
    The Missionary Team 
consisted of Pastor Luis 
Mendoza along with Lisandro 
Gonzalez, Alberto & Arianna 
Cerecedo and their daughter 
Camila of Iglesia Cristiana 

Palabra Viva in Northeast 
Kansas City, Lauren Chapman of 
Emmaus Church, Willie and 
Teresa Colon of Pleasant Valley 

Baptist and Chris Houghtaling 
of First Baptist Blue Springs. 
They were joined by Pastor Julio 
Cesar Machado and Javier and 
Gabriel Herrera Cervantes along 
with their three teenage children 
who are from Santiago de Cuba.

Church Spotlight: FBC Buckner Launches Daycare
Bonnie Loper,  Administrator

    Several years ago God placed a 
vision on the hearts of members of 
FBC Buckner to reach our community.   
After prayer and waiting for God’s 
guidance, we began taking steps 
to start a preschool and daycare. A 
small group of leaders began to meet 
and strategize how best to make this 
vision a reality. 
 
    After years of prayer, planning, 
work, and fundraising, we broke 
ground to construct a new facility for 
the daycare in July of 2016.  This day 
was part of the celebration at the end 
of VBS with the VBS children partici-
pating. God blessed us by providing 
many volunteers with construction 
skills and abilities to work as service 
for God’s kingdom. The Missouri Bap-
tist Builders helped with the framing 
and early foundations of the building.  
Construction at times seemed slow, 
but it all happened in God’s timing 
and the many blessing and miracles 
throughout the process were exciting. 

    In January, 2017, the SonShine 
Preschool and Daycare had a “soft 
opening” with just a handful of 
children in the church annex. God 
quickly began to work in the staff, 
families and children. Daily Bible 
stories, singing songs about God’s 
love, and praying before meals were 
new rhythms for these little ones but 
became part of their daily routine. 
The Lord is at work! 

    Now a year later, the building is 
complete. The vision is a reality.  On 
Sunday, July 23, after the VBS 
service, the church will dedicate the 
new building. The new SonShine 
Preschool and Daycare (8 weeks-
Pre-K) and Club K-4 (Kindergarten – 
4th grade) is a license-exempt facility 
that voluntarily complies with state 
rules and regulations and will accept 
state assistance for tuition of families 
that qualify.  Thank you to the many 
who worked, prayed and volunteered!

Learn more at  www.fbcbuckner.org

Mexico Church Plant, Cont.  from Page 1

    One of the teenage sons is 
able to continue the leading of 
worship music using his guitar. 
Not one, but two churches were 
formed about 25 miles apart.  

    The week after our team left, 
the dedication of the people       
continued with one church 
having about 45 different people 
attending between Thursday 
evening and Sunday morning 
and the other church having 
about 25 people during its 
Friday evening meeting.

We now understand 
what it means to say 
people are “open” 
and “hungry” 
for the Gospel.“

https://www.faithstreet.com/church/iglesia-cristiana-palabra-viva-north-kansas-city-mo
https://www.faithstreet.com/church/iglesia-cristiana-palabra-viva-north-kansas-city-mo
http://emmauskc.com/
http://www.pleasantvalley.org/
http://www.pleasantvalley.org/
http://fbcbluesprings.org/
http://www.fbcbuckner.org/
http://mobaptist.org/dr/baptist-builders/
http://mobaptist.org/dr/baptist-builders/
http://www.fbcbuckner.org/page/sonshine_preschool_57596
http://www.fbcbuckner.org/page/sonshine_preschool_57596
http://www.fbcbuckner.org 
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AUGUST

August 4 - Grant Requests Due

August 10 - Ministry Team Meeting
11a @ BR-KC Greenwood Office

August 15 - Legacy Cohort 
10a @ Church at Three Trails

August 17 - Restoration House 
Monthly Volunteer Training 

6-8p @ Heart of Life Lee’s Summit

August 24 - Religious Liberty & 
Liability Workshop

9a-3p @ FBC Raytown, FREE
 

August 26 - 2017 West Central 
Region WMU Training Event, $12

9a-2:30p @ FBC Clinton
1531 N Vansant Road, Clinton, MO 

64735 
Feauturing Royal Ambassador 

Specialist Jonathan Banderman
Checks payable to:

West Central Baptist Association
Send to: Sheryl Bell

1023 NW 600 Rd, Holden, MO 64040

Announcements

Immanuel Baptist Church of Independence 
is pleased to introduce Ben Pyron as their 

new pastor.

FALL SEMI-ANNUAL 

MEETING
October 1, 2017 @ FBC Oak Grove

4 - 5:30 p.m. Potluck, BBQ contest & chili cookoff

5:30 - 6 p.m. Business Session

6:15 - 8 p.m. Worship and Celebration

LEARN MORE

College Ministry Update
Travis Hamm, UMKC/Rockhurst

Classifieds & Job Listings

Oakwood Baptist is looking for a  part-
time worship pastor.  Send resumes to 

office@obckc.com 

Armour Heights Baptist is looking for a 
volunteer to help with their website.  

Contact Andrew Roshto at 816-832-3976 
or 

myronroshto@yahoo.com

    Another Kingdom 
Laborer!  That’s what God 
has provided with our new 
Ministry Intern, Kyle Yehle. 
Without further adieu, meet 
Kyle Yehle.

    “I’m originally from 
Bedford, Iowa. I graduated 
in April from Northwest 
Missouri State with a 
Mass Media: Sports Media 
degree. I grew up on a farm 
in the country outside of 
Bedford. My fiancée Kayla 
and I are getting married in 
November in Lee’s Summit.

    “I grew up in a religiously 
lukewarm household. My 
mom’s side of the family 
is all Catholic, so my mom 
took my sister and me 
to Mass regularly. I went 
through the motions without 
really believing anything. 
Even after having a heart 
transplant at age 13, I didn’t 
know if God was real.           

    “Things started to change 
in the summer between my 
freshman and sophomore 
years at NWMSU. That 
spring, my philosophy class 
raised some questions 
about what my beliefs were. 
I had none, so after talking 
with some Christian friends 
I decided to give reading 
the Bible a try and listen 
to the Starting Point series 
from Andy Stanley.

    “Still I wasn’t really making 
any conclusions about faith. 
I was ready to quit, but I said 
I’d listen to one more sermon 
from the series first.
    “In the middle of that 
sermon, I broke down and 
felt God asking me what 
direction I wanted my life to 
go. I decided at that point 
to accept Jesus’ sacrificial 
invitation of salvation.  

   “I am truly excited to help 
college students nurture 
their faith, but also expand 
and grow that faith into 
something others can’t help 
but see on a daily basis. I’m 
not much of a speaker, but 
I get pumped about real 
accountability and one-on-
one meetings with students. 
Additionally, I realize the 
UMKC campus is different 
than what I’m used to at 
Northwest, so I can’t wait 
for fall to roll around and see 
what those differences are.” 

Read the full update at      

https://goo.gl/qCVWzR

Follow Kyle’s internship 
journey at 

kyleyehle.weebly.com/blog
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http://blueriver-kansascity.org/grant/
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/ministry-team-meeting/?instance_id=172http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/ministry-team-meeting/?instance_id=172
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/legacy-cohort-3/?instance_id=139
https://restorationhousekc.com/event/community-awareness-and-volunteer-training/?instance_id=214
https://restorationhousekc.com/event/community-awareness-and-volunteer-training/?instance_id=214
http://www.liabilityandliberty.eventbrite.com
http://www.liabilityandliberty.eventbrite.com
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/semi-annual-fall-2017/?instance_id=418
https://goo.gl/qCVWzR 
http://kyleyehle.weebly.com/blog
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extensive experience handling 
big cases at the Supreme Court 
level. They will share some of 
their experiences based on these 
cases and the implications for 
people of faith.
    B.J. and Becky Moyer of 
Guide One Insurance will also 
be present to cover several best 
practices for churches to protect 
themselves and to limit their 
liability. The Moyers have years 
of experience consulting with 
churches to help them provide 
the safest, most effective 
ministry to their members and 
community possible.    
    Please mark your calendars 
for August 24th and join us! 
Details and registration can be 
found at:
www.liabilityandliberty.eventbrite.com. 

    BR-KC is hosting a seminar on 
August 24th to help bring 
clarity to some of these complex 
issues. We have invited two 
constitutional experts who 
practice law and spend a good 
amount of their time serving 
pastors and religious groups 
against government overreach.  
They have been in the legal 
trenches and have a wealth of 
expertise to offer.
    Brad Dacus is the founder and 
president of the Pacific Justice 
Institute based in Sacramento, 
California, a law practice 
dedicated to defending religious 
liberties and challenging rulings 
that infringe upon believers’ 
constitutional rights. Michael 
Whitehead is founder and head 
of the Whitehead Law Firm here  
in Kansas City. Both men have                                 

Equipping Leaders: On Religious Liberty
by Gregg Boll

“

    Every day, our cultural climate 
changes for the churches we 
serve and anyone who names 
Jesus as Lord. Questions about 
what is right and what is 
allowable abound. New laws 
continue to limit our personal 
and religious liberties, yet their 
interpretation and application 
are often ambiguous. 
    In the face of this confusion 
and increasingly hostile 
atmosphere toward faith, many 
pastors are tempted to do what 
is safe and avoid engaging with 
their communities for fear of 
finding themselves on the wrong 
side of the law. It feels, at times, 
as though we need to keep a 
lawyer on retainer just to do 
everyday ministry.

“Many pastors are tempted to do 

what is safe and avoid engaging 

their communities for fear of 

finding themselves on the wrong 

side of the law.”  

Brad Dacus

Pacific Justice Institute
Michael Whitehead

Whitehead Law Firm
B.J. and Becky Moyer

Moyer & Moyer Agents
Guide One Insurance

https://www.moyerinsuranceagency.com/
http://www.liabilityandliberty.eventbrite.com
http://www.pacificjustice.org/
http://www.pacificjustice.org/
http://www.whitehead-law.com/
http://www.pacificjustice.org/
http://www.whitehead-law.com/
https://www.moyerinsuranceagency.com/
https://www.moyerinsuranceagency.com/

