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Grace Family Fellowship 
Celebrates 150 Years
by Britney Hamm

    Grace Family Fellowship, formerly First Baptist 
Church of Pleasant Hill, has been a staple in the com-
munity since 1867. This year, they celebrate 150 years 
in existence! Through the years, the church has changed 
pastors, changed names, and seen members be born, 
pass away, and move on, but one thing has remained 
the same: their focus on the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
making disciples of all nations.
    The church began in 1867 with 18 charter members, 
founded by Jeremiah Farmer, whose Bible and portrait 
now rest in a display case inside the church building. 
The original church building was damaged in a tornado 
in 1886. It was partially rebuilt but later disassembled 
to make way for the construction of the Shuttleworth 
Baptist Church building in 1897. James A. Shuttleworth, 
a medical doctor and son of a prominent Pleasant Hill 
family, donated $1,500 toward the new building with 
the provision that the members raise a matched amount 
and name the church the Shuttleworth Memorial Baptist 
Church.  
    The Shuttleworth church was dismantled in 1964 and 
the new worship center was added. At that time, the 
church changed names to First Baptist Church of Pleas-
ant Hill. In 1979, an additional 3-story educational wing 
was added to the east side of the building. Inside the 
current building’s Commons area, three framed pictures
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Bible of Edwin Pratt, who served 
as pastor beginning in 1902. Two 
original light covers from the Shut-
tleworth building are being used in 
flower arrangements. A memorial 
stone to James Shuttleworth’s 
sister rests near the welcome desk.      
    The church changed its name 
again to Grace Family Fellowship 
in January of 2014. Dave Gass 
became the church’s lead pastor 
in December of 2016, the newest 
pastor in the church’s long line of 
spiritual leaders. Dave faithfully 
preaches the centrality of the gos-
pel of Jesus from the pulpit week 
after week, and he longs to see 
the church multiplying gospel-cen-
tered communities to impact the 
Pleasant Hill community and 
beyond.

Church Spotlight: Oak Tree Church
WMU Adult Resource Team

   This summer was an 
exciting time at David and 
Chris Cole’s church, Oak 
Tree Church in Lee’s Sum-
mit, Missouri. The church 
hosted a youth camp, a hol-
iday fireworks display, and 
a craft day for women. The 
craft day was the first one 
put on by the church and 
connected women for Christ 
over a special, one-sitting 
project.

    As kids go back to school 
during the month of August, 
family schedules become 
busier. Pray for the Coles, 
their 5 sons, and their 
church, as they, too, must 
manage busier schedules 
and work to continually 
point people to Jesus. 

showcase the original building, 
the Shuttleworth building, and the 
current building. 

Grace Family, cont. from Page 1

 Of the more than 20,000 
people within a 3-mile radi-
us of the church, 91% does 
not attend church. Pray for 
Oak Tree to be able to reach 
many families for the Lord. 

    Oak Tree Church and 
the Cole family are com-
mitted to doing whatever 
it takes to reach their area 
for Christ. “We must reach 
everyone at every level of 
our local community,” Da-
vid Cole shared. Oak Tree 
continues to do this through 
children’s and students’ 
ministries, women’s events, 
men’s huddles, and family 
outreach. The Cole family 
also works to make Christ 
known in whatever environ-
ment the Lord has placed 
them in, even if it is at the 
gym or the ball field!

David and Chris Cole and their 
family. 

 David and Chris Cole are featured in 
the August 2017 Missions Mosaic 

Missionary Spotlight.

Learn more at http://www.oaktree.church/

Reprinted from the August, 2017, issue of 

Missions Mosaic, Woman’s Missionary Union, 

Birmingham, Alabama. Used by permission. To 

receive this issue, or subscribe to Missions Mosa-

ic, call 1-800-968-7301.

The church’s history is evident 
throughout the building. A plac-
ard from the original Shuttleworth 
building lays in a flower bed. The 
pastor’s chair from the Shuttle-
worth building sits behind a 
welcome table. An 1811 Bible, 
whose origins are unknown, rests 
in a display case alongside the

To learn more about the church, visit 
www.gracefamilyph.com

Pastor Dave Gass

150th anniversary pulpit dedication 
plaque

http://www.oaktree.church/
http://www.oaktree.church/
http://www.oaktree.church/
http://www.oaktree.church/
http://www.wmu.com/?q=article/adults-women-mission-adults-mission/missionary-spotlight-update-david-and-chris-cole
http://www.gracefamilyph.com
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October 1 - Fall Semi-Annual  
4p @ FBC Oak Grove

October 5 - E3 Meeting
Noon @ Sterling Acres

October 10 - Legacy Cohort
10 @ Church at Three Trails

  
October 12 -Ministry Team Meeting

11a@ BR-KC Greenwood Office

October 14  - Refugee Simulation 
8a-6p (Tickets required)

October 19 - Restoration House 
Monthly Training & Awareness

6-8p @ Heart of Life Lee’s Summit

October 26- E3 Meeting
African American Pastors

10a @ United Believers Fellowship

October 28 - Brookside Bluegrass 
Festival; 4-7p @ Wornall Road

Partner Ministry Update
by Britney Hamm

BR-KC Online News Board
Submit and view events, news, classifieds, 

and job listings online!
http://www.blueriver-kansascity.org/online-news/

    Dr. Robin Hadaway first 
felt the call to the mission 
field in the summer of 1980 
at the Foreign Missions Week 
at the Baptist Convention 
Center. That calling has 
stayed with him ever since.

    Dr. Hadaway has spent 
the last 14 years serving as 
the Professor of Missions 
at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
After 18 years in the field 
in Tanzania, Sudan, Kenya, 
and Brazil, Dr. Hadaway 
now passes on his passion 
for missions to the next 
generation. 

    He is far from done with 
his own passion for the 
mission field, however. Earlier 
this summer, he took his third 
trip with BR-KC to Shire, 
Ethiopia, alongside Dr. Thor 
Madsen. The trip, he says, 
“was a discipling trip where 
we discipled disciplers.” 
Their primary objective was 
to teach the two courses 
as part of the certificate 
program at the Shire Bible 
School in partnership with 
BR-KC. 

   Dr. Madsen taught the 
Synoptic Gospels, and Dr. 
Hadaway taught a course on 
Christian Anthropology.   

   Training wasn’t the only 
thing they offered their 
pastor students.

“A secondary objective was to 
encourage these pastors who 
live and minister in appalling 
conditions in the refugee 
camps.” Of their 25 students, 
17 were refugees from Eritrea. 
Their journeys to Bible school 
in Ethiopia had been anything 
but easy. 

    Dr. Hadaway and 
Dr. Madsen faced the 
usual challenges of poor 
infrastructure, unreliable 
electricity, and nearly non-
existent internet. By the end 
of the trip, they had completed 
teaching their courses – and 
even administered final 
exams. 

    Though the time it takes to 
travel to Shire, Ethiopia, is “a 
daunting task,” Dr. Hadaway 
believes that the challenges of 
this trip, and of any overseas 
mission trip, are well worth it. 
He exhorts us all, “Although 
missions is challenging, 
helping others hear the 
Gospel and serving others is 
so rewarding. One receives so 
much more than one gives.” 

Dr. Robin Hadaway is 
the Professor of Missions 
at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He and 
his wife, Kathy, have been 
married for 41 years. They 
have three children and one 
granddaughter.
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Refugee Simulation 
Experience

Escape a war-torn country
Cross an international border

Survive in a refugee camp
Apply for asyulm

Spend a day in the life of a refugee with 
our 4-hour continuous live role play at the 

second annual Refugee Simulation. 

October 14, 2017 
8am-6pm in staggered start times

$6/person. Tickets required.
https://refugeesimulation.eventbrite.com

http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/semi-annual-fall-2017/?instance_id=549
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/e3-meeting-6/?instance_id=154
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/legacy-cohort-3/?instance_id=141
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/legacy-cohort-3/?instance_id=139
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/ministry-team-meeting/?instance_id=174
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/refugee-simulation-2017/?instance_id=548
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/restoration-house-monthly-event/?instance_id=428
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/restoration-house-monthly-event/?instance_id=428
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/e3-meeting-african-american-pastors/?instance_id=424
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/event/e3-meeting-5/?instance_id=151
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/6th-annaul-brookside-bluegrass-festival-tickets-35827662503
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/6th-annaul-brookside-bluegrass-festival-tickets-35827662503
http://www.blueriver-kansascity.org/online-news/
http://www.mbts.edu/about/faculty/robin-d-hadaway/
http://www.mbts.edu
http://www.mbts.edu
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/partnership-ministries/horn-of-africa/
http://blueriver-kansascity.org/partnership-ministries/horn-of-africa/
https://refugeesimulation.eventbrite.com
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cases on the side of religious lib-
erty when cogent, constitutional 
arguments have been presented. 
   Becky Moyer and Denise 
DesCombes shared practical 
ways churches can protect 
themselves from potential 
liability. They also helped 
churches assess the adequacy 
of their insurance for the various 
contingencies that we face in 
today’s rapidly changing social 
and moral landscape.  We are 
grateful to pastor Brandon Park, 
Connection Point Church and all 
those who served us to make this 
seminar a reality. 

    Brad Dacus of the Pacific 
Justice Institute, Michael White-
head of Whitehead Law Firm and 
Becky Moyer of Moyer and Moy-
er Insurance were the featured 
speakers.  Each brought a unique 
and encouraging message to 
our churches.  Brad and Michael 
cited several court cases from the 
District and Supreme Court levels 
that had been decided in favor of 
religious liberty and free expres-
sion of faith. 
    While constant vigilance is 
needed and there are still areas 
of concern for people of faith, 
Brad and Michael demonstrated 
how courts with a majority of 
liberal judges have been settling 

Religious Liberty & Liability Workshop Recap
by Gregg Boll

    On August 24th, nearly 90 
BR-KC pastors, staff and church 
members gathered at Connection 
Point church to hear the state of 
religious liberty in our country 
and what is happening to 
safeguard our liberties.  BR-KC 
organized the event and invited 
two constitutional lawyers as 
well as an expert in the area of 
church safety and liability. 
   The take away was greatly 
encouraging to those present, in 
contrast to the unsettling stories 
we have heard of in the recent 
past. It has appeared that people 
of faith are increasingly being 
legislated into silence and asked 
to practice their faith in a corner.  

“

“ A majority of liberal judges have 

been settling cases on the side 

of religious liberty when cogent, 

constitutional arguments have been 

presented.

http://connectionpoint.tv/
https://www.pacificjustice.org/brad-dacus---president.html
https://www.pacificjustice.org/brad-dacus---president.html
http://www.thewhiteheadfirm.com/C.V.html
http://www.thewhiteheadfirm.com/C.V.html
https://www.moyerinsuranceagency.com/about-us
https://www.moyerinsuranceagency.com/about-us

