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FBC Grandview Witnesses 
Through Unity
By Britney Lyn Hamm reprinted with permission from The Pathway

A publication of the 
Blue River-Kansas City Baptist Association

www.blueriverkansascity.org

away through their clothes closet and food pantry – 
ministries the community has relied on for decades. 
But when Pastor Michael Nelson took the lead pastor 
position in January of 2015, the church had hit a 
turbulent patch due to internal conflicts and staff 
turnover. Unity, he believed, would be a crucial factor 
in seeing the church’s witness continue as strongly as 
it had for generations.
     At the time, the church had two separate services – 
an early morning traditional service and a late morning 
contemporary service. “I found that disunifying,” 
Nelson says. It effectively created two separate 
congregations. “People didn’t worship together. We 
were two opposite services.” The church moved to 
one service in August of 2016. They also combined 
two separate children’s programs on Sunday and 
Wednesday nights into one program. It wasn’t a 
bump-free road, but the church is stronger for it.   
     “The fact that we are unified and love one another 
is the biggest evangelistic witness we can have,” 
says Nelson. “This shows the world we are willing to 
sacrifice for one another. We need to give up some of 
our own preferences and show what it looks like to be 
a body that’s unified on Christ and Christ alone.” 
     Now, the division between generations is gone. 

     
ince 1848, FBC Grandview has stood 
as a pillar of the community. The 
basement of their current building, 
dedicated by Harry S. Truman in 1950, is 
filled with clothes and food to be given S
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Missions & Ministry Support Club Continues to Impact Churches

“We’re more diverse in terms of age and ethnicity. 
We have a mindset that we’re together because 
of Christ,” Nelson says. The mix of ages and the 
presence of children in the congregation has 
invigorated the church like a breath of fresh air on 
a crisp fall day. 
     The recent addition of a home group ministry 
has provided more opportunities for older and 
younger to build community and discipleship 
relationships. “We’re together and we know each 
other now,” congregants have told Nelson.
Not only do they worship and learn together, 
but they also serve together. Last year, over 130 
kids from their community came to VBS. Fifty 
volunteers from the congregation stepped up to 
serve – retirees, working adults who took time off 
work, college students, and youth. “It was one 
place we saw all generations helping and serving 

together,” 
says 
Nelson.
     The 
church’s 
mercy 
ministries 
continue 
to flourish 
– they 
are set 
to do five 

FBC Grandview, cont. from Page 1

Join the MMSC at 
https://blueriver-kansascity.org/mmsc

clothing giveaway events this year instead of the 
usual one or two. Ministries like these provide 
more touch points with the community. “We 
like to have multiple opportunities to connect 
with people in multiple ways,” says Nelson. For 
example, “one lady brought her kids to VBS. We 
helped her through our clothes closet and pantry. 
Now she and kids are coming consistently.” 
     While the church hopes to continue growing 
together and expanding their reach in the 
community, they are centered first on faithfulness 
to the Word. “From the preaching of the Word 
every other thing will flow,” Nelson says. “God has 
called us to be faithful to His Word and we will 
trust Him with whatever happens.”

Learn more at 
firstbaptistgrandview.org

The Missions and Ministry Sup-
port Club was established for 
the purpose of providing emer-
gency support to our churches 
that could not be covered by 
their own funds or the general 
budget of the Association. We 
have almost 145 churches in 
our Association now; many of 
whom have aging buildings. 
The needs are great.
     The original premise was 
simple. Get a group of people 
who would commit to giving 
between $10 and $50 each 
time a call was made for help. 
There would be no more than 
two calls a year. The more peo-
ple we had signed up, the more 
help we could provide. 
     Over the years, the Missions 
and Ministry Support Club has 
helped a great many churches. 
Hear what one of our church 
recipients had to say about the 
program!
 

“Bales Avenue Community 
Church was blessed to be a 

recipient of a Missions and Min-
istry Support Club grant this year 
and we are very grateful,  For our 
congregation this was huge, as 

we had very significant electrical 
issues that were critical to have 
addressed, but for which we did 
not have adequate funds.  We 
have a beautiful, 100 year old 

building but also the challenges 
that come with it.  This grant, 

with the additional blessing of the 
work and expertise of Leighton 
Clemons with Baptist Builders, 

has made these repairs possible.  
We could not have made these 

changes and this progress with-
out these funds and the part-

nership with Blue River-Kansas 
City Baptist Association.  I cannot 
stress enough how important this 
has been for us and how blessed 

we have been by it.”  
Todd Talcott, Pastor

 

Since the inception of the Mis-
sions and Ministry Support Club, 
our donor list has decreased so 
now it’s time to rebuild!  If you 
would be willing to join, visit the 
website listed below.  If you have 
any questions, please call Jennifer 
at 816-623-5360.
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January 1 - BRKC Office Closed

January 11 - Revitalization Cohort
Church@Three Trails

January 12 - Restoration House Gala
5pm @ InterContinental Hotel

https://goo.gl/p3YaB4

January 18-19 - Unspoken Men’s 
Conference

Fellowship Greenwood Church

January 21 - Office Closed
Martin Luther King Holiday

JOB LISTINGS
Sycamore Hills is seeking a 

part-time Youth Minister. 
https://goo.gl/s9HHi7

Sycamore Hills is seeking a 
part-time Secretary.  
https://goo.gl/Va75Le

FBC Lee’s Summit is seeking a 
full-time Children’s Minister. 

https://goo.gl/WUdf1H

Belvidere Heights is seeking a part-
time Worship Leader/Music Minister. 

https://goo.gl/KJyPhL

To  submit or find a position, visit 
https://blueriver-kansascity.org/churches/

Partner Ministry Update:
Multiethnic Church Planting 
Center
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In the last six years, with the 
assistance of the Blue Riv-
er-Kansas City Baptist Asso-
ciation and the cooperation 
of multiple churches in this 
Association, the Multiethnic 
Church Planting Center has 
been actively fulfilling different 
needs for the international 
community residing in Kansas 
City.  We realized that many 
people who come to the Unit-
ed States, specifically to the 
Kansas City area, have needs 
of many services that are out-
side of the local residents. We 
decided to fulfill those needs 
with the intention of building 
bridges to the international 
community with the purpose 
of sharing the gospel. 
     For several years, we have 
helped different people from 
a variety of nationalities learn 
English, but we have done 
more than that; we have had 
the opportunity of sharing the 
gospel with them. Through 
the last few years, at least 
45 people have made pro-
fessions of faith just through 
the ESL classes.  We found 
out that many people needed 
assistance to deal with their 
immigration cases.  With the 
assistance of a local immi-
gration attorney, we have 
provided assistance to a great 
number of people.  

     We learned that many  
people from other countries 
could not afford to buy glass-
es. We held an eye-clinic in 

by Luis Mendoza, Pastor

which a lot of people attend-
ed and had the opportunity 
of receiving a pair of free 
glasses. They were so happy 
of being able to see well.  We 
were happy to help them with 
their physical need, but we 
did not stop there, we also 
shared the light of Christ, 
and at least 35 people made 
professions of faith.

 
     

                                                

     Nonetheless, the reach of 
the Multiethnic Church Plant-
ing Center goes way beyond 
assisting people with their 
physical needs.  Our main 
purpose is fulfilling people’s 
spiritual need, specifical-
ly,  establishing a personal 
relationship with Christ.  With 
that in mind, we have been 
actively involved in sharing 
the gospel with the com-
munity around the Center 
and beyond.  Through the 
years, many churches of our         
Association have helped us to 
achieve this goal.  In conjunc-
tion with these evangelistic 
efforts, we have invested 
time and resources develop-
ing leaders to help us plant 
more international churches 
in the Kansas City area.
    We would like to thank all 
the churches that belong to 
this Association for helping us 
to achieve these goals.
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Join us for the 5th Annual Gala Event and VIP Social with Silent & Live Auction
Honoring Emily Russell, Missouri Attorney General’s Office

VIP Social 5:00 PM
Dinner & Program 7:00 PM

Register at https://restorationhousekc.ejoinme.org/gala2019

For more information, contact Steven Robinson at 816-623-5260 or steven@restorationhousekc.com

Event is free but registration is required.
http://appreciationbanquet2019.eventbrite.com

February 1, 2019

7-9pm

Connection Point Church Atrium

10500 E. 350 Highway, Raytown, MO 64138

FOOD. FELLOWSHIP. MAGIC

2019 Pastor/Staff/Spouse 
Appreciation Banquet

FEATURING JOSH LOZOFF

Return to: 806 W. Main Street, Greenwood, MO 64034


