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led by Pastor Phil Hopper, the church is still desperate 
for God, desperate to see the gospel shared at every 
opportunity, desperate to see lives changed by Jesus 
and desperate for a revival in the KC Metro area, the 
state, and the world.
     One of the core values of Abundant Life is serving.  
Changed people serve people.  Serving is essential 
to who we are as believers.  Serving is vital to life.  It 
allows us as Christians to love and see others in a 
different light.  For the past 16 years, Abuntant Life has 
hosted a free carnival in September.  They provide a 
community event for families to come and enjoy at no 
cost.  What started out as a small parking lot carnival 
with homemade games for a few hundred people is 
now a full-on carnival with rides, food, and drinks, as 
well as live entertainment and games that roughly 
over 7,000 people attend each year.  The goal is to 
make connections with the community, serve them in a 
tangible way and allow families to have fun.
     About three years ago, the question was asked 
‘what about Christmas’? How can we bring Christmas 
to the community? The Polar Party was born! A 
big winter wonderland complete with ice skating, 
Christmas crafts and games, sleigh rides, reindeer, 
live Christmas show and all the Christmas goodies, 

bout 19 years ago, a former SWAT cop 
turned pastor, led his congregation of 
25 people to get on their knees and ask 
God to save their church.  Abundant Life 
Baptist Church is now a thriving and 
growing church in Lee’s Summit.  Still A
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Pastor Appreciation Banquet Does It Again!

homemade treats, hot 
chocolate and eggnog 
you could ask for.
     Evangelism is 
another core value.  
Reaching people far 
from God.  People 
matter to God so they 
should matter to us.  
Going across seas 
and across streets is 
important because we 
believe people need to 
be rescued.  We’ll do 
anything, short of sin, 

to reach people far from God.
     LoveKC is the annual serve day that Abundant 
Life hosts each April.  This year on April 27th, 
Abundant Life will deploy over 1,000 volunteers 
in the city and partner with over 60 non-profit 
organizations.  Projects include landscaping at 
a local pregnancy home, picking up trash and 
cleaning up the playground at a local apartment 
complex, partnering with local food resources, 
hosting a free car wash for neighbors, and so 
much more.
     In 2018, they opened their free-standing 
food pantry.  Last year, they served over 4,000 
familes in need of a helping hand.  Their team of 
volunteers look forward to helping people feed 

Abundant Life, continued from Page 1

  Thoroughly enjoyed the pastor 
appreciation banquet last night 
put on by the Blue River Kansas 
City Baptist Association. Great 

meal, Great Fellowship and Class 
Act magician. Thank you Rodney 

Hammer and Gregory Boll for caring for 
the 140-plus churches and pastors of 

our Blue River Association. – 
Vic Boll, 

South Haven Baptist Church 
(FaceBook post)

their families.  These volunteers share in their 
struggles, celebrate their wins, and are a listening 
ear.
     Abundant Life feels strongly about serving and 
evangelism not just locally but globally as well.  In 
2019, they will have over 11 Global Serve Teams 
go to 9 locations throughout the world serving 
alongside their global partners and sharing the 
gospel.  They support over 60 global partners that 
are in the trenches every day.  They provide teams 
that can share the gospel and serve alongside 
them with VBS, construction projects and training 
of staff.  
     Abundant Life is more than a church on Sunday.  
It’s every day.  It’s serving.  It’s giving away what 
God has given them, sharing the gospel and being 
living proof of a loving God to a watching world.

Learn more at 
abundantlifels.com

 

For the 10th year in a row, the 
BR-KC Baptist Association 
held the Pastor/Staff/Spouse 
Appreciation Banquet at 
Connection Point Church.  
After a delicious meal and door 
prize give-aways, magician/
mentalist Joshua Lozoff 
entertained almost 120 people 
with his impossible magic 
tricks.  From the moment 
his show began to the last 
trick, he had the audience 
captivated.  Everyone left the 
event scratching their heads 
and wondering “how did he do 
that?”

We would like to thank our 
event sponsors: Church Funeral 
Associates, Miller Management 
and Connection Point Church 
(who donated the space and 
childcare).  Your generous 
support allows us to provide 
this quality event every year.
If you missed the event this 

year, don’t worry.  We’ll be at it 
again in 2020!

“

Pastors and wives enjoying the magic after a 
delicious meal

Pastor Dany Stephen from the African Baptist 
Church learning a magic trick

How did he do that?
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March 15 - Revitalization Cohort
10am @ Church at Three Trails

March 17 -One day Revival
10:45am @ Calvary, Blue Springs

March 30 - Goat Celebration
5:30pm @ Spring Valley Baptist

March 31 - Southern Gospel Concert
6pm @ Calvary, Blue Springs

APRIL

April 7 -Semi-Annual Meeting
5pm @ FBC Raymore

April 12 - Revitalization Cohort
10am @ Church at Three Trails

Visit https://blueriverkansascity.org/ 
calendar for more details on events

Ministry Continues in the Horn 
of Africa 
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We bring you greetings from 
Shire, Ethiopia! Many of the 
locals are requesting that we 
please “tell your churches 
thank you for praying for us”. 
The needs are always great 
but at the top of the list, 
prayer. Hearts suffer all over 
the world but it is refreshing in 
a third world country to hear 
this.
     We are so thankful that 
God is always in control 
even though His plan looks 
different than ours. We 
were denied access to the 
camps this trip but He gave 
us divine appointments with 
multiple families suffering 
with HIV. We were able to 
have time to listen to their 
needs, equip them with food 
and sometimes have the 
opportunity to pray with them.
     Pastor Randy Messer 
from FBC Oak Grove and 
Ed Newsome with United 
Believers Community Church 
taught in the bible school in 
Shire while Pastor Francis 
O’Donnell of The Gathering 
Church taught pastoral 
care to the pastors from the 
surrounding regions. 
     We were introduced to 15 
new sponsored children in the 
town of Adi Hagerary where 
we have a new church plant. 
After taking photos of the 
children, they received flour, 
oil, spices and pasta to help 
make it through the next 30 
days until they meet again for 
the next portion.

     Rick Bellew, also with The 
Gathering was a constant 
to make sure all the children 
had toys to play with that 

by Nicole Brown, The Gathering Baptist Church

were donated from our very 
generous church members. 
Clothes and shoes were given 
to so many because of all the 
people from multiple BR-KC 
churches working together.  
We cannot say thank you 
enough!
     Five homeless under-age 
boys now have a home and 
food to eat. The Lord laid 
this need on our hearts and 
after much prayer, the pieces 
came together to employ one 
of the single moms of the 
church to cook and care for 

them. These boys now have 
multiple adult figures in their 
lives to watch over them and 
guide them.
     Before sunrise on a 
Sunday morning Pastor 
Randy Messer along with 
17 candidates made their 
way to the Tekeze River for 
baptism before the church 
service even began. Then 
after making the long trip 
to the church by van, they 

filed in down the 
aisle, singing and 
clapping all the 
way to fill up the 
two front rows to 
enjoy the service 
and celebrate 
their decision. Oh, 
and to know we 
will see them in 
Heaven one day!

     Thank you, Lord for Your 
plan that is so much better 
than ours! It is so beautiful 
when we obey. Thank you 

to all the generous hearts that continue to 
pray, donate items or donate financially for 
the beautiful souls in Ethiopia so they may 
know Jesus! Continued on Page 4
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Save the Date
Spring Semi-Annual Meeting

Sunday, April 7, 2019
5 p.m.

FBC Raymore
More details to come!

Pastor Randy and Ed with the Bible School students

I arrived in Ethiopia on January 6th 
and had a chance to celebrate the 
Ethiopian Christmas on January 7th 
with some of our friends.  Later in the 
week, I traveled to Humera, Ethiopia 
(about 200 miles from Shire) to visit 
with and meet 13 children who 
are seeking sponsorships.  It was a 
delight to meet all of the children and 
their families.  As of today, I have 
sponsorships for these 13 children, in 
addition to 4 other children who have 
been added.  We are grateful to God 
for sponsors who are willing to give 
to help others.
     Pastor Randy and I had a chance 
to teach 31 students in the Bible 
College for five days. I taught “Seven 
Realities for Experiencing God” 
and Pastor Randy taught Biblical 
Counseling.  About half of the 
students were pastors and church 
leaders from the Shimelba Refugee 
Camp in Northern Ethiopia.  The 
other half were church leaders and 
pastors from Shire and other local 
areas.  With many of the students 
not understanding the English 
language, we taught through our 
interpreter Agazi Fetuwi, who is a 
leader in the Shire church.

by Ed Newsome, United Believers

Horn Update, cont. from Page 3

Ed visiting with one of the sponsored children and 
his mother

Some Eritrean Pastors/Leaders with Pastor Francis

Jim and Nicole handing out clothes

Pastor Randy and friend

New church plant building in Sherraro


