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ou don’t know what you don’t know!”  
This profound truth was spoken to the 
messengers and visitors at the Spring 
Semi-Annual Meeting on Sunday night, 
April 7th at First Baptist Church of 
Raymore.  Y

Continued on Page 2

In addition to taking 
care of the business of 
the Association, special 
guest, Dr. Rick Marks, from 
RelateWell Institute spoke 
about the biggest problem 
in America – loneliness. 
He referenced the verse in 
Genesis where God states 
that “it is not good for man 
to be alone”. In spite of the 
fact that Adam lived in paradise with his creator, God 
knew that Adam needed human companionship, so 
He created Eve. Every Sunday, our churches are filled 
with lonely people looking to be accepted by others 
as well as God. If you would like to hear Dr. Rick’s 
messages, email jenniferh@kcbaptist.org.
     Before Dr. Rick spoke, the messengers voted in 
two new churches and approved the financial report.  
First Baptist Church of Harrisonville, led by pastor 
Josh Wollberg, was approved.  The Real Church, 
pastored by Eli Akins, was approved for Provisional 
Watch Care membership.  They will later be 
presented for regular membership after constituting 
as a church.



Martin City Congregation Reaches Community by Mitch Shiffer

reprinted with permission from The Pathway, March 12 edition (edited for length)

During the 
meeting, we 
were excited 
to introduce 
our newest 
initiative. As 
an Association, 
we are always 
looking for ways 
to equip our 
pastors and 
resource our 
churches. To 
that end, BR-
KC has again 

partnered with RightNow Media and will provide 
a FREE subscription to all church pastors and 
staff.  RNM is described as “the Netflix of 
Video Bible Studies” and has a huge library 
of faith-based videos that can be accessed 
wherever and whenever – on your phone, iPad, 
computer, or home on your TV.  We believe 
that RightNow Media will be a tool that pastors 
can use to equip and train volunteers, leaders 
and their congregation. RightNow Media has 
videos for everyone—kids, youth, parents, 
married couples, college students, single adults, 
working professionals, sermon illustrations, and 
more!  Additionally, discounts will be given to 
churches that would like to offer this resource 

Semi-Annual Meeting, continued from Page 1 to their congregations.  Ben McLennan with 
RightNow Media has already begun the process 
of reaching out to our pastors to help them get 
started using this great resource.
     We were also blessed to hear updates 
from different ministries, including collegiate, 
people teams, Horn of Africa, and Restoration 
House.  To view all the written reports and 
recommendations, visit the BR-KC website.  We 
want to thank Shaun Jones and the praise team 
from Fellowship Greenwood for leading us in 
a time of praise and worship.  We also want to 
thank First Baptist Church of Raymore for not 
only hosting our meeting, but also for preparing 
our delicious taco bar!

Learn more at 
blueriver-kansascity.org/resources

 

Off the main strip, and down 
the road in Martin City, one 
finds Three Trails Community. 
Three Trails, which currently 
meets in the Martin City 
Baptist building, purposely 
left off the word “church” to 
identify with the people they 
reach— namely, Martin City.  
“Three Trails Community. No 
church,” says lead pastor 
Blake Fortner. “Everyone 
wants to add church,” Fortner 
adds with a head-bobbing 
laugh.
     Fortner has been in 
ministry since 2005 after 
graduating from Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, 
Mo., with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Intercultural Studies. 
After serving in supporting 
pastoral roles, he received 
his first lead pastorate when 
Three Trails launched. “We’re 
kind of a nontraditional 
launch. We had about 60 to 
70 people,” Fortner said. 
     Three Trails puts a 

strong focus on welcoming all 
who come through the door. 
The community mission field 
of Martin City is why Fortner 
says equipping is needed. “Our 
church is kind of built on two 
things. We feel like we want to 
equip people Monday through 
Saturday.” Fortner said.
     The second thing is to go 
on mission—and Three Trails 
is definitely on a mission.  The 
congregation has encountered 
the town this previous year 

Pastor Eli Akins with a few 
church members

Pastor Josh Wollberg and 
family

by working with the Chamber 
of Commerce, working with 
the school district on a bond 
vote and more. Youth minister 
Courtney Ball says, “I think it’s 
kind of an amazing thing, our 
focus serving the community 
in south Kansas City. I work 
in a school a few miles from 
the church. It’s a great thing 
to serve the community as a 
church without asking anything 
in return.” 
     To serve a community 

properly, it can be necessary 
to assimilate into the 
community and even 
relocate within its confines. 
According to Fortner, that is 
his position: ‘I don’t want to 
be the attractional regional 
church. I want to “be” the 
church – that is what we’re 
doing shoulder to shoulder 
(where) all of our leadership 
team either works in this 
area or moves to this area 
for that very reason,” he 
said.

Continued on Page 4
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May 2 - Urban Pastor’s Lunch
Noon @ Mt. Nebo

May 9 - Pastor’s Prayer Lunch
Noon @ Raintree Community

May 9-11 - Gospel Tent Revival
7pm @ Lone Jack Baptist

May 10  - Revitalization Cohort
10am @ Church at Three Trails

May 16 -Pastors Prayer Lunch
Noon @ FBC Peculiar

May 23 - Pastors Prayer Lunch
Noon @ Carlisle Baptist

May 27 - Office Closed
Memorial Day Holiday

JUNE
June 10-12 -SBC Annual Meeting

Birmingham, Alabama

June 14 - Revitalization Cohort
10am @ Church at Three Trails

JOB LISTINGS
Big Creek Baptist is looking for a  

youth summer intern. Send resumes 
to bigcreekbaptist@gmail.com

Martin City Baptist is looking for a
 bi-vocational pastor.  Send resumes 

to nromitti@aol.com

Manna Fellowship is seeking a full-
time youth pastor. Send resumes to 

rick@mannafellowshipchurch.com

What Ministry Looks Like to the 
Immigrant Community 
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What exactly is ministry? 
Traditional church ministries 
usually involve a congre-
gation paying a pastor to 
minister to the members in 
a few expected ways. People 
Teams is a ministry to inter-
nationals in Kansas City, usu-
ally having the same ministry 
goals as traditional pastors, 
but the internationals might 
not see what we are doing 
as Christian ministry or even 
know that they need it. But 
God calls us to minister to 
all people groups, and it has 
taken these forms over the 
last few months:
Welcoming the Stranger - 
“When I was a stranger you 
welcomed me” (Matt. 25:35). 

This comes in the form of 
meeting felt needs and build-
ing relationships. Through 
these relationships, we learn 
about specific needs of the 
families and have the chance 
to give them rides, help with 
homework or paperwork, 
and even teach them to 
drive. There are many ser-
vice programs in the neigh-
borhood to partner with 
as needed such as English 
classes, citizenship classes, 
food pantries, job services, 
and sports ministries. Peo-
ple Teams has hosted these 
sorts of programs in the past 
and will probably take up 
future ventures, but lately 
we have just walked with 
families and utilized existing 

by Andrew Huesing, People Teams Leader

programs when needed. 
The eventual hope is that 
internationals would hear 
the Gospel, grow through 
reading the Bible in home 
groups, and plug into new 
or existing churches. But we 
welcome and serve them 
with no strings attached 
even if they do not show 
signs of being interested in 
Jesus.
Evangelism – It is a priority 
to share the Gospel with the 
lost from all Nations. Weekly 
outreach teams go door to 
door and to third spaces to 
share with groups far from 
God. Even today, a Muslim 
man in KC passed away; his 
family has heard the Gospel 
and been blessed by People 
Teams, but I’m not sure that 
he ever heard. There is great 
urgency in going into the 
fields and sowing the seed 
while it is still day because 
night is coming when no 
man can work (John 9:4).
Teen Ministry – A youth 
group from Oklahoma on 
a mission trip in KC was 
amazed to see how rough 
school life was for two 
Burundi teens they got to 
know. Teen life in the inner 
city is a battle for everyone. 
Kids who would function 
normally in 
the suburbs 
are ostracized 
as the weird-
est weirdos 
in the city if 
they don’t 
embrace the 
cultural norms 
of growing 
up hard. Even 
those who 
do fit in often 
want to get 
out. Unfortu-
nately, there really are few 
followers of Jesus in the 
schools. People Teams has 
four different nights each 
week where teens gather for 
community, fun, and Bible 

stories with caring mentors. Fortifying 
these teens for the challeng-
es of Christian life starts with 
grouping them with others 
who follow Jesus. Out of the 
pools of students who come 
to our sports nights, men-
tors look for teens who are 
hungry for God and pour 
into them at separate times 
to mentor them through 
life’s challenges alongside 

Continued on Page 4

Panini dresses in her best African garb 
to honor her elder, Mrs. Minnie Collins 

from Spruce St. Matthew Baptist.

Tuesday night teens hanging out
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People Teams, continued from Page 3

Congolese teens gather at a mentor’s house for a jam 
session.

New church plant building in Sherraro

     The community is responding. 
The city has shown its support in 
vocal ways and ways that take 
endurance. The school district has 
been working to allow Three Trails 
to rent one of their buildings. This 
is something that was once not 
done but the city is now working 
to make a space for them. “What 
we try to do is find the things our 
city finds important. We’ve done 
that with the chamber. We’ve 
done that with schools and the 
city” states Fortner. 

Three Trails Community, continued 
from Page 2

Fall 2018 Grant Report
Gospel 
Outreach

Resourcing 
Churches

ACT

Fellowship Greenwood
Church at Three Trails
Impact  Ministries 
Collegiate Ministry
South Haven
The Church in Waldo
Maywood Baptist

Restoration House
Mt. Washington
United Believers
Corinthian Missionary

$ 1,000.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 2,000.00
$ 2,000.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 3,000.00 
$ 1,183.05 

$ 3,208.78
$ 2,000.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 1,000.00

Church
Planting

Equipping
Leaders

The Real Church

Church of Faith

$ 1,000.00

$ 1,000.00

Fall Grant Schedule

8/2       Grant applications due 
www.blueriverkansascity.org/grant

Spring 2019 Grant Report

Outreach to the community
by members of Three Trails Community

For more info on how you can get involved in 

People Teams, contact kcpeopleteams@gmail.com.

one or two peers and help them get into God’s Word. The eventu-
al goal is to connect them with the local church where they most 
naturally fit and raise them up as a Christian leader among their 
peer group. This is slow, but God is working. After struggling to 
connect with any of the neighborhood teens at our basketball 
night, a frustrated mentor sat in the crowded gym. He prayed 
that God would show him his place and what to do. Immediately, 
a sixteen-year old walked up to him and asked to start reading 
the Bible! Matthew 
and Vail have been 
meeting outside of 
the basketball time 
to go deeper, often 
joined by Vail’s cous-
in. Similar situations 
have come up with 
Drew and Riak and 
friends, Andrew with 
Des, and David with 
Yusef. The girls are 
looking for who God 
is revealing to pursue 
deeper in their group 
as well.


